
Fellowship Baptist Church, October 12, 2014, A.M. 

Message: “A worldly Church”--Revelation 2:12-17 

 

INTRODUCTION: Pergamos was a pagan city.  It had three idol temples.  One was to 

Aesculapius; the Greek god of healing his daughter was Higena.  He is the symbol for the 

medical profession.  One was to Zeus, the Greek Father of Gods.  He was the god of sky 

and thunder in Greek mythology. The third was to the Emperor Caesar Augustus, all 

loyal Romans were to worship Caesar.   

 

I.  The reference to the vision of Christ.—v.12 

 A.  The one who has the sharp sword with two edges. 

  1. It is the word for the broad sword of judgment. 

  2.  It is not the word used in Hebrews 4:12 

  3.  It is the word used in Rev. 19 when Christ comes to  

   defeat the antichrist.—Rev. 19:15 

 B.  It is God’s word that will conquer the enemy.—Isa. 11:4 

 C.  It’s God’s word that will judge the world.—John 12:47-49. 

 

II.  The commendation to the church.—v. 13. 

 A.  They remained doctrinally sound in the midst of a pagan world. 

 B.  They did not deny the Lord Jesus. 

 C.  They were faithful until death.—(Example of Antipas). 

 

III.  The condemnation to the church.—v. 14-16 

 A.  The doctrine of Balaam. 

  1.  Balaam could not get God to curse Israel so he introduced immorality  

   into the nation.—Num. 25:1-3 

  2.  The church was doctrinally sound but identified with the world. 

  3.  There are churches today that are doctrinally sound but are like the  

   world in practice. 

 B.   The doctrine of the Nicolaitans is similar to that of Balaam. 

 C.  The remedy is to repent. 

 D.  It is only the convicting power of the word of God that will change things. 

 

IV.  The promise to the conqueror.—v. 17 

 A.  Will partake of the hidden manna.--All the mysteries of God will be  

  revealed.—Matt. 13:11; John 6:48-51 

 B.  Will receive a white stone.--a white stone was a sign of acquittal or approval. 

 C.  Will have a new name. 

  1.  The Lord has a special name for His people.—John 10:3 

  2.  The Lord has a name for the faithful which is special.  

  

CONCLUSION: Do not succumb to the philosophy of the world.  Do not follow their 

ways.  Keep yourself pure and holy.  Live for God.  If you have succumbed to the ways 

of the world, repent and turn back to the Lord. 
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